






USDF Membership Benefits: USDF is dedicated to education, recognition of achievement, and pro-
motion of dressage.  For details on member benefits, including educational programs, awards, and other
opportunities, refer to the USDF Directory or the USDF Web site at www.usdf.org.    

Membership Requirements for USDF-recognized Competitions: Owners and riders, including
foreign riders and owners who are not residents of the US, wishing to participate in a USEF-licensed/USDF-
recognized competitions as a rider or owner/lessee, must have either a USDF Group Membership (GM),
Intercollegiate/Interscholastic Membership (IM), Participating Membership (PM), or have a USDF Non-
Member (NM) identification number and pay the USDF NM fee.  (Note: USDF Business Members can own
horses but cannot compete as riders with their business membership.) 

Horses competing at USDF-recognized/USEF-licensed shows must have either a USDF Horse Identification (HID) number or a USDF Lifetime
Horse Registration (LHR).  Proper credentials or verification certificates must be presented to the competition secretary.

Riders and owners wishing to participate in a USDF recognized competition, and not able to present either a USDF membership or NM iden-
tification card or verification certificate, or a USDF LHR or USDF HID card or verification certificate to the competition secretary, must com-
plete a USDF Affidavit form, and pay the $5 affidavit filing fee. A copy of a completed affidavit form from another competition may also be used
for verification purposes for up to 60 days. (Exception: Affidavits cannot be used at Regional Championships.) 

Exceptions:
• Horses competing only in Individual Breed Classes (IBC) at DSHB competitions, horses competing only in breed restricted dressage or

DSHB classes at Regular Competitions (e.g. all Arabian, all Friesian, or all Morgan classes), or in USDF Introductory Level tests, Pas de
Deux, Quadrille, or FEI ParaEquestrian classes, are exempt from this requirement.  Also exempt are horses ridden in leadline, exhibitions,
games and races, classes for 4-H members, walk-trot and academy classes.  For foreign-owned horses competing in a CDI, USDF accepts
copies of the horse identification pages from an FEI passport in lieu of a USDF HID or Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) number.

• Riders and owners/lessees competing only in classes which are exempt from the USDF HID requirements are also exempt from the USDF
Non-Member (NM) identification number and NM fee requirements.  Also exempt are Handlers of horses competing in DSHB In-Hand or
Group classes.

Memberships Defined
Participating Membership (PM): A membership issued to an individual directly by USDF.  The membership year is 

December 1 through November 30.  PMs are available for 1-year ($62), 5-years ($250), or life ($1,000).  A Youth Participating Membership
(YPM) is available for members under 21 (as of December 1 of the current membership year) for $35.  A PM allows the member to compete
at USDF-recognized/USEF-licensed competitions and to participate as a rider and/or owner for all Adequan®/USDF Year-End Awards, Great
American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders’ Championship Series Finals, and the Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional Dressage
Championship program.

Group Membership (GM): A membership issued to an individual by USDF when the member name and dues are submitted
to USDF through an affiliate Group Member Organization (GMO).  The GM year begins December 1 and ends November 30.  A GM allows
the member to compete at USDF-recognized/USEF-licensed competitions and participate in the USDF Rider Awards program.  

Intercollegiate/Interscholastic Membership (IM): A membership issued to an individual by USDF when the member name
and dues are submitted to USDF through an affiliate Intercollegiate/Interscholastic Member Organization (IMO). The membership year is
December 1 through November 30.  An IM allows the member to compete at USDF-recognized/USEF-licensed competitions, and participate
in the USDF Rider Awards program.

Business Membership (BM):  A membership that runs December 1 through November 30 and is issued to a business or organ-
ization directly by USDF.  The USDF Business Membership ($175) offers a wider variety of advertising benefits.  Business Memberships sat-
isfy requirements of horse ownership only.

Non-Member (NM) Identification Number: Effective 10/1/2007: For each USDF non-member owner/lessee and USDF non-
member rider there will be a USDF non-member fee of $20 per competition that must be collected by the show secretary and submitted to
USDF in addition to the $5 affidavit fee if the person cannot provide a copy of their USDF NM card. For persons applying for the first time for
a non-member number the $5 affidavit fee is not required. Owners/lessees or riders exempt from the non-member number requirements are
also exempt from paying the USDF non-member fee. An individual with a USDF NM identification number is not eligible for any USDF mem-
bership benefits.  Once a USDF NM number has been assigned, a USDF NM card can be obtained from the USDF Web site.

Horse Identification (HID) Number: A one-time tracking number for horses ($20).  Scores earned by a horse with an HID will be
recorded, but will NOT be counted towards Adequan®/USDF Year-End Awards.  A horse with an HID is not eligible to compete in Great American
Insurance Group/USDF Regional qualifying or championship classes or Great American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders’ Championship Series
Finals.  An HID can be upgraded to a Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) for a fee of $65.  If a horse has a USDF LHR it does not need an HID.
An HID does not need to be renewed. 

Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR): A horse with a LHR ($85) is eligible for Adequan®/USDF Year-End Awards, and eligible to
compete at Great American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders’ Championship Series Finals and Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional
qualifying and championship classes, assuming requirements for the owner and rider are met.  If a horse has a LHR it does not need an HID.  A
LHR does not need to be renewed.

How to Join USDF
Applications for Participating Membership (PM), Business Membership (BM), Non-Member (NM) identification number, Horse Identification
(HID) number, and Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) may be found in the following locations:  
• On the USDF Web site: www.usdf.org.  You can submit the application online, print, fax or mail it. 
• In the show office at USDF-recognized/USEF-licensed competitions classified by USEF as Dressage Competitions, and Regular

Competitions which are open to all breeds. 
• By calling or writing the USDF office at (859) 971-2277, 4051 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511   

The effective date of membership is the date the form and correct fees are received in the USDF office or, if applying at a competition, the
date received by the competition secretary.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS, POLICIES AND ENTRY SPECIFICATIONS 
 
  Shows in this Omnibus are operated under different managements. PLEASE REVIEW 
EACH SHOW’S FEE STRUCTURE BEFORE SUBMITTING ENTRY.  
Every class offered herein which is covered by the rules and specifications of the current 
USEF rule book will be conducted and judged in accordance therewith.  
 
USEF MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT 
Life, senior active and junior active members shall be eligible to participate in all 
classes at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions at the Preliminary Level or 
above and Combined Driving Competitions at the Advanced Level, Dressage, Reining 
and Vaulting Competitions and Endurance Rides provided the respective Breed disci-
pline dues or breed discipline category fee has been paid. A nonmember may partici-
pate as a handler, rider, driver, owner, lessee, agent, coach or trainer at Regular 
Competitions, Eventing Competitions, Dressage Competitions, Reining Competitions 
and Combined Driving Competitions upon payment of a $20 nonmember registration 
fee and a $5 breed discipline category fee for each breed discipline. Participants in the 
following classes are exempted from the Requirements of this rule: 1) leadline; 2) 
exhibitions; 3) games and races; 4) classes for 4-H members; 5) walk trot and acad-
emy classes (academy classes are classes limited to horses used regularly in a lesson 
program); 6) USDF introductory level tests, pas de deux and quadrille classes; 7) 
NRHA Endorsed Reining Competitions; Opportunity Classes 9) citizens of other 
nations who have proof, in English, of membership good standing of their own Na-
tional Federation, 10) USEA beginner novice division; and 11) assistant handlers in 
Dressage Sport Horse Breeding classes. 
 
Attention Competitors: Each competitor is responsible for supplying the show 
management with the correct and required association numbers of USDF and/or USEF for 
the horse, owner, rider, coaches, and trainer, before the day(s) of the competition.The 
scores of competitors who fail to supply correct numbers may not count towards national 
awards. The proof of these numbers must be in the form of either their actual membership/
registration cards or a facsimile of them. Members that are unable to produce the 
memberships cards/registrations or a facsimile will be asked to sign an affidavit and pay an 
affidavit fee. All entries are taken on a first come, first served basis. Some shows return 
late arriving entries after the show is filled, and some shows place entries on a wait list on 
a as-received basis. Please check each show for any additional policies. Send in the entries 
as soon as possible to assure entry to the show. Only one horserider combination per entry 
form per show. Competitors are responsible for reproducing their own entry forms.  
 
All Senior participants, including riders, handlers, coaches, trainers and one owner/agent 
per horse must pay a USEF discipline fee in order to compete. If you have not paid the 
Discipline Dues for Dressage or Eventing along with your USEF membership or purchased 
a Platinum membership, you must include a $5 Dressage Discipline fee. (All juniors, in-
cluding USEF members and non members, are excluded from paying the Discipline fee).  
 
  A copy of a negative Coggins test report dated within one year of the show date (unless 
otherwise stated by the individual show) is required for entry of each horse onto the show 
grounds.  Please submit a copy with your entry form.  Be aware that this copy may be held 
at the Show Office until the horse leaves the show grounds. 
 
  Adult Amateur (AA) classes are open to individuals possessing a USEF amateur member-
ship card from the beginning of the calendar year in which they reach 22. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 A Junior is eligible to compete until the end of the calendar year in which they reach age 
18. A Young Rider is eligible from the beginning of the calendar year they reach 16 until 
the end of the calendar year in which they reach age 21. FEI Junior Tests are open only to 
Juniors from the beginning of the calendar year in which they reach the age of 14 until the 
end of the calendar year in which they reach the age of 18. Dressage riders who are be-
tween the ages of 18-21 cannot compete in Adult Amateur classes in Dressage competi-
tions, even if they are in possession of a USEF amateur membership card.  
    
 Effective October 1, 2007:  For each USDF non-member (NM) owner/lessee and USDF 
non-member rider there will be a USDF non-member fee of $20 per competition that must 
be collected by the show secretary and submitted along with the USDF Report of Fees 
document.  In addition, a $5 affidavit fee must be collected if the person cannot provide a 
copy of their USDF NM card. (For persons applying for the first time for a non-member 
number the $5 affidavit fee is not required.) Owners/lessees or riders exempt from the non-
member number requirements are also exempt from paying the USDF non-member fee. 
Exception: Riders and owners/lessees competing only in classes which are exempt from the 
USDF HID requirements are also exempt from the USDF NM identification number re-
quirements and fees. These classes include Individual Breed Classes (IBC) at DSHB com-
petitions; breed restricted dressage or DSHB classes at Regular Competitions (e.g. all 
Arabian, all Friesian, or all Morgan classes), USDF Introductory Level, Pas de Deux, or 
Quadrille classes; FEI ParaEquestrian classes; or leadline, exhibitions, games and races, 
classes for 4-H members, walk-trot and academy classes. Also exempt are Handlers of 
horses competing in DSHB In-Hand or Group classes. 
 
Either the USDF HID # or a USDF Lifetime Horse Registration is required for all 
horses competing in any USEF/USDF recognized Dressage Competition or open (dressage 
or DSHB) class at a USEF/USDF recognized Regular or Local Competition. Horses com-
peting only in breed restricted dressage or DSHB classes at Regular Competitions (i.e. all 
Arabian or all Morgan classes) or in USDF Introductory Level tests, Pas de Deux, qua-
drille or IPEC classes are exempt from this requirement. Also exempt are riders in leadline, 
exhibitions, games and races, classes for 4-H members, and walk-trot and academy classes.  
 
Show Management reserves the right to vary or add officials and refuse any entry for 
a cause; to disqualify any exhibitor and/or his or her horse for cause; to cause an 
exhibitor to forfeit his or her ribbons and winnings for cause; to return any entry 
and/or stall fee before or during the show for cause; all without being liable for 
damage or compensation. Show management reserves the right to make any changes 
deemed necessary for the safe and efficient conduct of this competition. 
 
Neither the Organizing Committee, show volunteers and staff, the facility or its 
owners, any host GMO, USEF or USDF or their members will be responsible for any 
damage, injury, or loss to persons, horses, or property of exhibitors or spectators. All 
owners and competitors are personally responsible for damages to third parties caused by 
themselves, their employees, their agents or their horses. They are therefore strongly 
advised to take out third-party insurance providing full coverage for participation in 
equestrian events at home and abroad, and to keep the policy up to date. 
 
Important notice to all affected parties: 
Third parties may come upon the property or enter the facilities where any herein 
described or listed event will occur; provided, that this is a license to enter the premises, 
for the purpose of observing or participating in the event, but not otherwise, and such 
license to any individual is subject to revocation by the owner, lessee or organizer, and 

(Continued from page 5) 
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entry for any purpose other than granted herein, shall be deemed criminal trespass and 
subject to appropriate legal proceedings. 
 
No horse may compete in more than two successive levels at any one recognized show (i.e. 
Training and First are permissible, Training and Second are not). Only one rider per horse 
in any one class. Lateness will result in elimination. USEF rules are in force from the 
moment show management allows access to the showgrounds. This includes conduct, 
correct saddlery and equipment, and attire. 
 
Hazardous Weather/Accident/Acts of God, and Emergency Policy: Management 
reserves the right to cancel any classes due to hazardous weather, Acts of God, accident, or 
emergency. Every effort will be made to reschedule with priority given to any 
Championship or qualifying classes being offered. No refunds for cancellations due to 
hazardous weather, Acts of God, accidents, or emergencies. Please see specific shows if 
there are any additional conditions to this policy. 
  
(GR 1401) Minors who do not have a valid drivers license which allows them to operate 
a motor vehicle in the state in which they reside will not be permitted to operate a motor-
ized vehicle of any kind, including, but not limited to, golf carts, motorcycles, scooters, or 
farm utility vehicles on the show grounds of recognized competitions. Children who have a 
valid temporary license may operate the above described motorized vehicles as long as 
they are accompanied by an adult with a valid driver’s license. Violations of this rule will 
be cause for sanctions against the parent(s), guardian(s), and/or trainer(s) who are responsi-
ble for the child committing the offense. Penalties may include exclusion of the child, 
parent(s), guardian(s) and/or trainer(s) from the show grounds for the remainder of the 
competition and charges being filed against any of the above individuals in accordance 
with Rule 6. Wheelchair is exempt from the definition of a motorized vehicle for purposes 
of this rule. 
 
Freestyle Entry: In order to enter a freestyle class at any level, a horse/rider combination 
must have received a minimum score of 58% in the highest test of the declared freestyle 
level or any test of a higher level at a USEF Recognized Competition. A photocopy of the 
test verifying eligibility must be submitted with the entry for a freestyle class. Does not 
apply to competitors in NAYRC qualifiers. 
 
No exhibitor may withdraw horses from a licensed show after it has commenced, or 
remove them from the show grounds without permission of the show secretary (GR 805). 
 
 USDF/Dover Adult Amateur Medal Award: Awarded to the Adult Amateur with the 
highest score, 58% or better, in a designated USDF/Dover Adult Amateur Medal Class. To 
be eligible, a rider must be a USEF Amateur member and a USDF participating, group or 
intercollegiate/interscholastic  member in good standing. Each winner will receive a cus-
tom pewter medal. 
 
Under NC, VA, SC, GA and TN law, an equine activity sponsor, or equine professional is 
not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in equine activities resulting exclu-
sively from the inherent risks of equine activities.  (See N.C. Gen. Stat § 99E-1-3, VA 
Code Ann. § 1-796.130-133, S.C. Code Ann. § 47-9-710-730, Tenn. Code Ann. § 44-20-
101-105 and GA pursuant to chapter 12 title 4 of the official code of Georgia annotated.)  
 
Neither the Organizing Committee, show volunteers and staff, the facility or its 
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owners, any host GMO, USEF or USDF or their members will be responsible for any 
damage, injury, or loss to persons, horses, or property of exhibitors or spectators. All 
owners and competitors are personally responsible for damages to third parties caused 
by themselves, their employees, their agents or their horses. They are therefore 
strongly advised to take out third-party insurance providing full coverage for 
participation in equestrian events at home and abroad, and to keep the policy up to 
date. 
Show Management reserves the right to vary or add officials and refuse any entry for 
a cause; to disqualify any exhibitor and/or his or her horse for cause; to cause an 
exhibitor to forfeit his or her ribbons and winnings for cause; to return any entry and/
or stall fee before or during the show for cause; all without being liable for damage or 
compensation. Show management reserves the right to make any changes deemed 
necessary for the safe and efficient conduct of this competition. 
 
  Dressage in the Carolinas ET AL is published annually by Viewpoint Enterprises and is 
sent free to active competitors. Additional copies are available for $10 each. Make check 
payable to Viewpoint Enterprises and mail to PO Box 478, Southern Pines, NC 28388. 
 
 ENTRY DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS 
Include with entry documentation copies of: 
♦ Current USEF membership (or n/m fees) - Rider, Owner and Trainer (coach, if applica-
ble) 
♦ Current USDF membership (or n/m #) - Rider and Owner. . Rider’s USDF membership 
may be either Participating or GMO, Owner’s USDF membership may be Participat-
ing, GMO or Business; if Rider/Owner’s USDF # is a N/M ID #, the USDF non-
member fee must be paid  
♦ USDF Horse ID 
♦ Current (1 Yr) negative coggins 
♦ For Amateur classes - USEF membership card must declare Amateur 
♦ Juniors and Young Riders must include birthdate. 
♦ Freestyle entries must include documentation of a 58%+ at the highest test of that level 
from a USEF recognized show.  
 
For Great American/USDF Qualifying Classes also include: 
♦ State "Qualifying" and include $10 per Qualifying class 
♦ Copies of USEF and USDF Horse Registrations (not HID #s) -  document must list 
owner 
♦ Rider must have current Participating membership and Owner must have current Partici-
pating or Business membership in USDF  
♦ Rider and Owner must be current members of USEF  

All entries must have 3 signatures - Rider, Owner and Trainer.  
Legal Guardian must sign for riders under 18 yrs.  Trainer blank must be signed by person 
over 18 who assumes responsibility for horse. (Parents who sign as trainer are exempt from 
membership requirements).  If a coach is listed on the entry form they, must sign the signa-
ture space on the back. 
Questions? contact the show secretary.  See www.usdf.org and www.usef.org and/or USEF 
Rule Book for further details on entry requirements. Contact the USEF Dressage Dept. at 
(859) 258-2472 and the USDF at 829-971-2277. 
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